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the third twice 11, or 22 ; and in the fourth it would be 11 days more, or 33; but 30 days being a synodical month, will in that year be intercalated, making thirteen synodical months, and the remaining three is then the epact. In the following year 11 will again be added, making fourteen for the epact, and so on to the end of the cycle, adding 1 f to the epact of the last year, and always rejecting 30, by counting it as an additional month.
EPIPHANY. The Epiphany, or Manifestation of CHRIST to the Gentiles, is commemorated in the Church on the 6th of January, and denotes the day on which the wise men came from the East to worship the Infant JESUS. (Matthew, ii. 2.) Let us be thankful for the light of the Gospel, which on that day began to shine on those who sat in darkness. (Isaiah, ix. 2. Matt. iv. 16.)
The word Epiphany is derived from the Greek compound verb, which signifies to manifest or declare, and was at first used both for Christmas-day, when CHRIST was manifested in the flesh, and for this day, to which it is now more properly appropriated, when he was manifested "by a star to the Gentiles.
EPISCOPACY. The government of Bishops, the government of the Church appointed by the Apostles.
EPISTLE. The Scriptural Epistles are Letters which were addressed by the inspired Apostles to Churches or individuals. But by the Epistle in the Liturgy, we mean the first Lesson in the Communion Service, which is so styled because it is generally taken from the Epistles of the Holy Apostles. Sometimes, however, it is taken from their Acts, and occasionally from the Prophets. Almost all the Lessons now read as Epistles in the English Liturgy have been appointed to their present place, and used by our Church for many ages. They are found in all the Liturgies of our Church used before the revision, in the reign of Edward VI. and they also appear in all the monuments of the English Liturgy, before the invasion of William the Conqueror. It is, in fact, probable that they are generally as old as the time of Augustine, A,D. 595. In this view the Lessons entitled Epistles in our Liturgy have been used for twelve hundred years by the Church of England. We must consider this more as